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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5720

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Commttee on Labor, Commerce, Research & Devel opnent
(originally sponsored by Senators Keiser, Franklin and MAuliffe)

READ FI RST TI ME 03/ 02/ 05.

AN ACT Relating to enployee nonconpetition agreenents in the
broadcasting industry; and adding a new section to chapter 49.44 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 49.44 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) If an enployee subject to an enpl oyee nonconpetition agreenent
is termnated or laid off by action of the enployer, the nonconpetition
agreenent is void and unenforceabl e.

(2) Nothing in this section restricts the right of an enployer to
protect trade secrets or other proprietary information by | awful neans
in equity or under applicable |aw

(3) Nothing in this section has the effect of termnating, or in
any way nodifying, any rights or liabilities resulting froman enpl oyee
nonconpetition agreenment that was entered into before Decenber 31,
2005.

(4) The definitions in this subsection apply throughout this
section unless the context clearly requires otherw se.

(a) "Enployee" neans an enpl oyee who is enployed in the business of
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an enployer whether by way of manual |abor or otherw se, and also
i ncl udes professionals licensed, certified, or registered under Title
18 RCW

(b) "Enployer" neans any person, firm corporation, partnership,
busi ness trust, |legal representative, or other entity which engages in
any business, industry, profession, or activity in this state and
enpl oys one or nore enployees, and includes the state, counties,
cities, and all municipal corporations, public corporations, political
subdi vi sions of the state, and charitabl e organi zati ons.

(c) "Enpl oyee nonconpetition agreenent” neans an agreenent, witten
or oral, express or inplied, between an enployer and enployee under
which the enployee agrees not to conpete, either alone or as an
enpl oyee of another, wth the enployer in providing services after
term nation of enpl oynent.

(d) "Broadcasting industry" neans enployers that distribute or
transmt electronic signals to the public at large using television
(WVHF or UHF), radio (AM FM or satellite), or cable television
technol ogi es, or which prepare, devel op, or create prograns or nessages
to be transmtted by electronic signal using television, radio, or
cabl e technol ogy.

--- END ---
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